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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 3697 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, ET 

SUBJ: ADDITIONAL PRISONER RELEASES 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA 3444 (NOTAL), B. ADDIS ABABA 3507 

(NOTAL), C. ADDIS ABABA 3505 (NOTAL), D. KHARTOUM 1932 
(NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: JUNE 1 1 ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTED RELEASE OF 708 
PERSONS AMNESTIED BY PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVT (EPMG), WHO 
PRESUMABLY HAD BEEN DETAINED IN ADDIS ABABA. PROVI- 
SIONAL MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL (PMAC) MEMBER IN 
CHARGE INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS, PETTY OFFICER 
TAMRAT FEREDE (PMAC CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER) IN ADDRESS TO 
RELEASEES, HINTED AT ETHIOPIAN SENSITIVITY TO EXTERNAL 
CHARGES OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS, AND NOTED SOME "FRIENDS 
OF REV OLTUION" DETAINED IN COURSE OF MEASURES TO WIPE 
OUT OPPONENTS. JUNE 12 ETHIOPIAN HERALD REPORTED RELEASE OF 
120 YOUTHS IN HARAR WHO HAD BEEN DETAINED ON SUSPICION FOR 
BEING COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARIES. END SUMMARY. 

1 . JUNE 1 1 PRESS REPORT STATED 708 PERSONS GRANTED 
AMNESTY HAD BEEN DETAINED IN CONNECTION WITH "MEASURES 
TAKEN TO WIPE OUT ANTI-POPULAR AND ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY 
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GROUPS OF EDU, EPRP. AND ELF" (NO MENTION OF CIA). IN 
SPEECH TO RELEASEES, PMAC INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELA- 
TIONS CHAIRMAN, PETTY OFFICER TAMRAT FEREDE STATED, 

"CONTRARY TO WHAT IMPERIALISTS AND REACTIONARY RULING 
CLASSES CLAIM, ALL THE MEASURES BEING TAKEN BY PMAC 
TO PROTECT REVOLUTION ARE TO BE VIEWED FROM POINT OF 
REVOLUTIONARY JUSTICE, AND NOT AS ANTI-POPULAR MEA- 
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SURES VIOLATING RIGHTS AND FREEDOM OF OPPRESSED BROAD 
MASSES." IN EXPLAINING "MEASURES", TAMRAT SAID FIRST 
PHASE DIRECTED AGAINST ENEMY, WHILE SECOND PHASE 
AGAINST "FENCE SITTERS." HE ADMITTED, HOWEVER, MEA- 
SURES COULD AFFECT FRIENDS OF REVOLUTION. HE ADDED 
"ARMY FIGHTING AN ENEMY COULD NOT ATTAIN VICTORY WITH- 
OUT SIGNLE CASUALTY ON ITS PART." 

2. TAMRAT CATEGORIZED RELEASEES INTO THREE GROUPS - 
THOSE EXPOSED BY COMMUNITY FOR HAVING KNOWINGLY COM- 
MITTED ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY ACTS, THOSE WHO HAD UNKNOW- 
INGLY JOINED ANTI-REVOLUTIONARY CAMP, AND FEW OTHER 
FRIENDS OF REVOLUTION DETAINED IN COURSE OF MEASURES TO 
WIPE OUT OR ARREST ANTI-REVOLUTIONARIES. TAMRAT EX- 
PRESSED HOPE "IN PARTICULAR, YOUTHS WHO HAD BEEN MIS- 
LED BY ANTI-REVOLUTIONARIES TO REVOLT AGAINST FELLOW 
ETHIOPIANS AND MOTHERLAND HAD LEARNED FROM MISTAKES." 

HE CONCLUDED, THERE REVOLUTIONARY JUSTICE, MEASURES 
AND AMNESTY. 

3. JUNE 12 PRESS REPORTED RELEASE OF 120 YOUTHS IN 
HARAR, APPARENTLY SIMILAR TO LATE MAY RELEASES (REFTEL 
A). REPRESENTATIVES OF YOUTH SAID THEY HAD LEARNED 
FROM PAST EXPERIENCES AND HAD PLEDGED TO JOIN REVOLU- 
TIONARY CAMP. PMAC MEMBER ASSIGNED TO REGION STATED 
ETHIOPIAN YOUTH HAD WAGED BITTER STRUGGLE PAST 13 YEARS 
TO UPROOT OPPRESSIVE FEUDAL YOUTH, BUT WARNED ANTI- 
REVOLUTIONARY YOUTH WOULD BE CRUSHED BY BROAD MASSES. 
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4. COMMENT: WHILE TERM "HUMAN RIGHTS" NEVER USED, 

TAMRAT'S ELLIPTICAL REFERENCES TO RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 
OF MASSES, PROMINENT MEDIA COVERAGE TO SPEECH BY PMAC 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER AND REFERENCE TO CLAIMS OF 
IMPERIALISTS AND REACTIONARIES SUGGEST EPMG DESIRE TO 
COUNTER ADVERSE PUBLICITY GIVEN TO ETHIOPIA'S HUMAN 
RIGHTS PRACTICES AND GIVE FURTHER EVIDENCE OF PMAC SEN- 
SITIVITY (REFS B AND C) TO EXTERNAL "MISUNDERSTANDING" 

OF REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION. (EPMG HAD NOT HITHERTO 
FOUND IT NECESSARY TO COMMENT ALONG SUCH LINES WHEN 
RELEASING PRISONERS.) ALTHOUGH SOME "POLITICAL 
PRISONERS" MAY HAVE BEEN RELEASED AMONG 708 IN ADDIS, IT 
APPEARS FROM TAMRAT CATEGORIZATION AND NEWS PHOTOS THAT 
MAJORITY OF RELEASEES WERE YOUTHS PROBABLY ARRESTED 
DURING MARCH SEARCH CAMPAIGN BY POORLY INSTRUCTED AND 
TRAINED "KEBELE" SECURITY SQUADS. PRESENT RELEASE 

MAY BE FURTHER PMAC EFFORT TO CORRECT EXCESSES FROM 
THAT PERIOD. TOTAL ANNOUNCED NUMBER OF PRISONERS RE- 
LEASED OVER PAST 2-1/2 WEEKS, 2,488. FOLLOWING DAY'S 
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EDITORIAL STRONGLY REINFORCED TAMRAT CONTENTION THAT 
IMPERIALIST AND REACTIONARY PROPAGANDA CONCENTRARING ON 
DELIBERATE MISNTERPRETATION OF REVOLUTIONARY GOVT'S 
GENUINE ACTIONS AND ATTEMPTING TO SMEAR MEA- 
SURES AIMED AT PROTECTING REVOLUTION BY CLAIMING FRF.E- 
DOME AND RIGHTS OF OPPRESSED MASSES BEING VIOLATED. 

EDITORIAL STATED TRUTH OF MATTER IS INTERESTS OF 
OPPRESSED MASSES BEING DEFENDED AND REVOLUTION BEING 
PROVIDED ADEQUATE GUARANTEE FOR ITS SUCCESS. 

TIENKEN 
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